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4.5.4.2  Manage Reproducing and Non-Reproducing Wild Horses in Selected HMAs 

In selected HMAs with large AMLs, management of both reproducing and non-reproducing wild 

horses could be considered.  As an example, non-reproducing wild horses could be geldings 

released back to their home range HMA following castration.  Post-treatment monitoring and/or 

mitigation would be conducted as discussed in 4.5.3.2 above.   

4.6 PRIORITIES FOR GATHER AND REMOVAL 

 

When removal of excess WH&B from the range is necessary, gathers shall be prioritized in the 

following order: 

 

 Emergencies 

 Court Orders 

 Nuisance animals (public health and safety) 

 Impacts to threatened, endangered, or sensitive species (TES) 

 WH&B located outside the HMA in areas not designated for their long-term 

maintenance 

 Landowner request 

 To achieve and maintain population size within AML 

 Coordinate gathers across State, District and/ or Field Office boundaries and conduct 

gathers jointly whenever possible to improve gather efficiency and implementation of 

other population control measures such as application of fertility control and sex ratio 

adjustments. 

 

4.7  NATIONAL GATHER SCHEDULE 

 

A National Gather Schedule is developed annually based on the need to remove excess WH&B 

to achieve or maintain AML and the available funding and facility space.  Situations that may 

require adjustments to the National Gather Schedule are: (1) Emergencies and (2) Escalating 

Problems. 

 

4.7.1 Escalating Problems 

Escalating problems are defined as conditions that deteriorate over time.  The key indicator is a 

decline in the amount of forage or water available for WH&B use, which result in negative 

impacts to animal condition and rangeland health.  Causal factors are normally drought or animal 

numbers in excess of AML.  These situations can be detected in advance and are managed 

through the normal planning process.  See BLM Manual Section 4720.21.  

 

4.7.2 Emergencies 

Emergencies generally are unexpected events that threaten the health and welfare of a WH&B 

population and/or their habitat.  Examples of emergencies include fire, insect infestation, disease, 

or other events of a catastrophic and unanticipated nature.  Immediate action is normally 

required.  For some emergency actions, it may be appropriate to use alternative means or 
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procedures to comply with NEPA (see BLM NEPA Handbook, H-1790-1: National 

Environmental Policy Act Handbook, Chapter 2.3 Emergency Actions).  If timeframes permit, a 

gather plan environmental assessment should be prepared prior to WH&B removal.  If this is not 

possible, emergency actions should be documented and a report prepared after resolution of the 

problem.  Public notification can be addressed through a press release.  See BLM Manual 

Section 4720.22.  

4.8 POPULATION MODELING 

 

Version 3.2 of the Winn Equus population model developed by Dr. Steven Jenkins will be used 

during gather or herd management area planning to analyze and compare the effects of proposed 

wild horse management.  The model is not designed for use on burros.   

 

The model‘s primary purpose is to analyze and compare the effects of the proposed action (and 

alternatives) on population size, average population growth rate, and average removal number.  

Possible management alternatives or strategies may include, but are not limited to:   

 

 Proposals to gather/remove excess animals, with or without fertility control.  

 Proposals involving various gather cycles.  

 Proposals to make adjustments in sex ratios. 

 Proposals to manage all or a portion of a herd as a non-reproducing population. 

 Proposals for gate-cut or selective removal gather.   

 No Action.  

 

Another objective of the modeling is to identify whether any of the alternatives would be likely 

to ―crash‖ the population based on a number of stochastic factors (varying environmental 

conditions).   

 

Use of the Win Equus population model requires the following: 

 

 Gather Planning:  Run the model for 10 years and 100 trials; select and display the most 

typical trial. 

 Herd Management Area Planning:  Run the model for 20 years and 100 trials; select 

and display the most typical trial.  

 Adjustment of Sex Ratios:  Select 100 percent gather for mares and adjust (decrease) 

the gather percentage for studs to achieve the desired post-gather sex ratio. 

 Results Analysis:  Drop the highest trial and the lowest trial and analyze and compare 

the remaining trials. 

4.9  HUMANE DESTRUCTION 

 

The BLM authorized officer will euthanize or authorize the euthanasia of a wild horse or burro 

when any of the following conditions exist: 

 

1. Displays a hopeless prognosis for life. 

 


