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BALANCE AND
SOUNDNESS FOR THE
WHOLE HORSE

ONCE ONE OF THE PROUDEST AND MOST
MAGNIFICENT SYMBOLS OF THE GREAT AMERICAN
SPIRIT, WILD HORSES FACE AN UNCERTAIN FUTURE.
HERE ARE SOME OF THE HEROES ON THE FRONT
LINES OF THEIR VALIANT BATTLE TO SURVIVE.

“THE LAST WILD
HORSE IN
AMERICA DIED
TODAY…”
BY DUTCH HENRY | PHOTOS BY LAURA LEIGH
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e looked up and they were no more … Just as this year
the Black Rhino in Africa was poached to wild extinction,
our own Federal Government will, with reckless abandon
and determination, do the same for America’s wild horses.
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Once-proud horses, their families and
bands yanked apart and driven mercilessly
by helicopter and other violent means to
overcrowded corrals, where they stand,
brokenhearted and bewildered, awaiting
an uncertain future—that is the state of
the wild horse in America today. Often
that future is years standing in filthy,
overcrowded corrals while their health
and spirits deteriorate. Their future dims.
Accustomed to wide open spaces to run
and live free, suddenly they have a mere
few square feet in those concentration
camps, with little or no protection from
driving snow or blistering sun, and all too
often a gross shortage of water to drink.
Gone are their familiar sheltering valleys
and watering holes. Hooves used to traveling tens of miles a day grow long with
neglect. Confused foals try to understand.
Confined herd leaders search for their
families. Fights break out because separation is not possible. Crowded as they are,
sickness is a constant.
Once the wild horse was one of the
proudest and most magnificent symbols
of the great American Spirit. Even the US
Congress declared this to be true in 1971,
when they recognized them as “Living
symbols of the historic and pioneer spirit
of the West, which continue to contribute
to the diversity of life forms within the
Nation and enrich the lives of the American people.” Today that same Congress
considers them “feral nuisances” that need
to be gathered and removed, often sent to
slaughter en masse.
Shallow, t ransparent e xc uses like
“overgrazing and land management” are
the most cited excuses for this race to annihilation. In many cases, cattle and sheep
roaming those BLM managed grasslands
outnumber the horses 100 to 1. Such numbers cause one to wonder who’s actually
doing the overgrazing.
Many wonderful and concerned folks
have been working passionately and
politely to defend and protect our wild
horses. I’ve written in this column about
some of those fine people. Thousands
more have contributed donations to help
defend the noble wild horses. In response,
those government employees and departments “charged with managing millions
upon millions of acres’ grazing rights and
other management practices” continue to
run hell-bent toward the extinction of our
wild horses, in a disturbingly brutal and
underhanded way.

A stallion and
his young
mare free on
the range in
Nevada.

On any given day, there are over 30,000
wild horses in Bureau of Land Management (BLM) long term holding pens, and
another 11,000 in temporar y holding
pens. These 40,000 wild horses, burros
and Mustangs outnumber those running
free today; the BLM estimates the number
of still-free wild horses at about 20,000—a
number so low it virtually guarantees extinction. Many of the herds now clinging
to freedom are too small to continue viable
genetic bases.
The BL M does not ow n t he w ild
horse—they are charged with managing
the grasslands. The American people own
the wild horses.
I weep in fretful fear of the day headlines scream, “The Last Wild Horse In
America Died Today.”
These and many more wonderful folks are
working so hard on the plains, grasslands,
mountains and valleys to save and protect our
wild horses and burros.

LAURA LEIGH, WILD
HORSE EDUCATION

www.wildhorseeducation.org
“Very little of what happens to our
wild horses and burros on public land
actually has to do with wild horses and
burros. Livestock interests and extractive
industry drive our public land policy. In
the 12% of public land occupied by our
last American herds, it is no different. If
we are not careful, the industrialization

“Once the wild
horse was one of the
proudest and most
magnificent symbols of
the great American
Spirit. Even the US
Congress declared
this to be true in 1971,
when they recognized
them as ‘Living
symbols of the historic
and pioneer spirit
of the West, which
continue to contribute
to the diversity of
life forms within the
Nation and enrich the
lives of the American
people.’ Today that
same Congress
considers them
‘feral nuisances’ that
need to be gathered
and removed, often
sent to slaughter.”
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The picture of the roundup: A BLM
wild horse roundup in 2013 at the
Blue Wing Complex in Nevada.

“On any given day,
there are over
30,000 wild horses
in Bureau of Land
Management (BLM)
long-term holding
pens, and another
11,000 in temporary
holding pens. These
40,000 wild horses,
burros and Mustangs
outnumber those
running free today;
the BLM estimates
the number of stillfree wild horses at
about 20,000—a
number so low it
virtually guarantees
extinction. Many of the
herds now clinging
to freedom are too
small to continue
viable genetic bases.”

of public land will not only change the
physical landscape, but will extinguish
our American spirit in the form of the
wild horse.
One of the most telling issues in the 40
years since the existence of the Wild Free
Roaming Horses and Burros Act is that in
the management of wild horses and burros
we still have no working policy for their
humane handling. If we can not value the
life of the wild horse or burro enough to
create a policy that protects it from things
like being run through barbed wire, babies
being run so they are terrified and separated or to protect them from being struck
by a helicopter, we have failed.
If we cannot value the life itself, then
every aspect of the program will fail. If you
treat the animal like a pest you intend to
exterminate, you will be a managing an
extermination company, not one intended
to protect from “captures, branding, harassment and death” as “living symbols”
of the American spirit as the law intended. Note: Wild Horse Education gained the
first court orders in history against inhumane conduct at wild horse roundups. In
addition we have gained multiple orders
on First Amendment issues and against
unjustified removals.”

CINDY AND BILL LOOS,
OPUS MOON
www.opusmoonmusic.com

To look into the eyes of a wild horse is to
journey to a secret place … a journey that
unites one with the very spirit of integrity and
wisdom.”
It was wonderful to have these words
recorded and spoken by Native American
performer Robert Tree Cody on our song
“Child Of The Wind/Legacy” from our
Wild Horse Anthology CD.
One can truly meditate and contemplate on deep things when stepping into
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the world of the wild horse. Although
each individual experiences a personal
and unique connection all his own…all
will agree that it is something that never
leaves you. They leave hoof prints on your
heart forever. Their beauty and power are
really beyond description.
Bill and I have endeavored to convey our
experiences with the wild horses through
our songs and music. Others paint beautiful pictures … others write stories … still
others focus on beautiful photographs. It
is this collective grouping of music, art and
photography featuring the wild horse from
various individuals that will be featured at
the first annual ”Celebration Of The Wild
Horse” event represented by The Cloud
Foundation. It is in hopes that along with
Ginger Kathrens’ presentation (Ginger
is Founder and President of The Cloud
Foundation) , this event will not only help
bring awareness to the plight of the wild
horse but also help to build appreciation
for their beauty and intelligence and their
unique niche in the fragile web of life we
are all part of and why it is so vital that
they be protected.
There is no doubt the issues facing our
wild horses are very complex, and at this
time there seem to be no perfect answers;
however, usually when something is
valued and appreciated, better and more
humane choices can be made in its interest
and protection.”

GRACE KUHN, AMERICAN WILD
HORSE PRESERVATION CAMPAIGN
www.wildhorsepreservation.org

“Wild horses and burros are fenced in,
fenced out, given the scraps of forage in
Herd Management Areas after the BLM has
allocated the vast majority to livestock.
They are forced to live under unnatural
conditions. They’re being set up for crisis
by BLM’s failure to require reductions

to or elimination of livestock grazing in
designated wild horse and burros habitat
areas in order to provide forage for these
animals.
This policy of favoring private livestock
over protecting wild horses and burros
continues despite the fact that livestock
grazing on BLM land is authorized solely
at the discretion of the Secretary of the Interior, whereas protection of wild horses and
burros are mandated by an act of Congress.
Americans need to take a hard look at
the brutal and inhumane practices the
federal government uses to erase wild
horses and burros from our public lands
to clear the way for commercial interests.
Each and every wild horse or burro that
falls victim to this program is a lost icon
of the freedom and untamed beauty that
make this country great. Americans have
got to speak up and demand an end to
these practices before it’s too late.
Recently, the BLM revealed that in
designated wild horse and burro Herd
Management Areas 77% of forage (http://
www.wildhorsepreservation.org/media/
zach-reichold-email-re-aums) is allocated
to livestock, leaving less than a quarter of
forage resources for federally protected
wild horses and burros. Public lands

grazing is a remnant of Washington’s interest in settling the West by providing a
financial leg up to covered-wagon pioneers
and private interests alike. Ranchers pay a
fee, far below market rate, for each mother
cow and calf they turn out to graze on
BLM acreage.”

SONYA SPAZIANI, AKA
MUSTANG MEG
www.mustangmeg.com

“Wild horses of the American west
evoke strong emotions on the human fullrange spectrum. It’s no wonder, as their
captivating beauty, strength, adaptability
and unequaled presence touch upon many
facets in our minds. They symbolize much
to many, including independence in the
name and spirit of true freedom—the
very symbol of this Nation. Wild mustangs worldwide are viewed as the icons
of the great American West, representing
beautifully the diversity and independent
thinking people of this great country and
the world over, and the neverending desire
to be free.
Besides the natural lure of the wild
horses, I am on a mission to save our

How Can You Help?
Visit and support these and other
passionate defenders working to
protect our noble wild horses:
ÆÆ Cloud the Stallion
(The Cloud Foundation)
www.thecloudfoundation.org
ÆÆ Wild Horse Education
(Laura Leigh)
www.wildhorseeducation.org
ÆÆ American Mustang The Movie
www.amerianmustangthemovie.com
ÆÆ American Wild Horse
Preservation Campaign
www.wildhorsepreservation.org
ÆÆ Return To Freedom
www.returntofreedom.org
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wild horses and burros full force. The
insult of the sneaky rider/bill slipped
into the appropriations bill by Montana
Senator Conrad Burns in 2004, during the
holidays and without public knowledge or
review, single-handedly deteriorated wild
horse and burro protection given in 1971
known as the Free Roaming Wild Horse
and Burro Act. This tragic amendment was
signed by George W. Bush on December
6, removing most protection for our wild
horses and burros, where a majority can be
sold/auctioned/processed “without limitation.” It has been my mission ever since to
bring awareness to the public and aid, in
my small way, to restructure even better
wild horse protection and preservation.”

GINGER KATHRENS, THE
CLOUD FOUNDATION
www.thecloudfoundation.org

“I’ve been documenting the wild horses
at Pryor Mountains and other home ranges
of wild horses and burros since 1994.
I’ve observed their natural behavior and
strong family ties in the wild. I’ve also
personally witnessed and documented
the treatment, roundups and disregard
for the sanctity of life by the BLM toward

2013 roundup of wild horses
at Sheldon National Wildlife
Refuge. The descendants of
those who fought alongside
American troops in World War
l were removed from the range
forever and are in jeopardy
of finding themselves with
no protection from slaughter.
The horse in the center (and
her foal) are now in the care
of Wild Horse Education.org.

the wild horses.
When I look out over a herd of wild
horses running across a mountainside,
manes and tails flying, I understand the
meaning of freedom and appreciate the
western landscape that Lewis and Clark
might have experienced. Wild Horses are
just one part of the rich western tapestry
that includes all wildlife that defines the
ecosystem of the American west.
But our country’s mustangs face a bleak
future unless conditions start to change
now. The glaring inequities of the system are obvious: the BLM, charged with
protecting wild horses and burros, blame
wild horse overpopulation for rangeland

“Free Spirits—Saving America’s Wild Horses”
Cinefocus & Media Productions
http://www.cinefocus-media-productions.com/OUR-FILM.html
See independent filmmaker Joseph Piner’s website for a new documentary
about wild horses, “Free Spirits—Saving America’s Wild Horses” at the link
above. The documentary consists of interviews, archive footage and wild
horse footage filmed all over the US. “We’d better get it together before it’s
too late,” says Piner, who was “blown away by the plight of these horses and
saw that this was a much bigger story than a man adopting wild mustang.”
Laura Leigh is a photojournalist and founder of WildHorseEducation.
org. Laura travels the west following wild horse herds and documenting
them in the wild, during capture and in holding facilities. Her camera
has captured more days of wild horse roundups in the last four years
than any other observer, private or government. Using her documentation, Leigh has gained multiple court orders against the BLM including the first orders
against inhumane treatment in the history of the Act. In 2012 a landmark First Amendment case attempting to gain access to government handling of wild horses was won in
the Ninth Circuit. Leigh and her organization are not only active in the courts but assist
with adoptions, rescue wild horses in need, work on creating sensible range management plans and investigate issues surrounding wild horses. One of these investigations assisted in uncovering 1,700 wild horses sold by the BLM to one killbuyer alone.
You can see some of what her organization does at http://WildHorseEducation.org
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deterioration when only handful of mustangs roam on several hundred thousand
acres, while thousands of livestock graze
on the same lands.
Unless the BLM changes course and
embraces the range management of wild
horses and burros, I fear our wild herds are
doomed. For years The Cloud Foundation
(TCF) has encouraged the BLM to protect
predators, to set Appropriate Management
Levels (AMLs) for wild horses and burros
at a genetically viable level, to expand
rather than decrease rangeland set aside
for wild horses, to decrease livestock grazing within herd management areas to the
minimum and to stop roundups.
Another part of the problem is that
governmental agencies charged with
managing wild horses and burros still
classify the wild horse as a non-native
exotic species. This misclassification has
everything to do with politics and nothing
to do with science.
Wild horses are severely endangered.
Without acceptance of their native status,
without on the range management they
face a doubtful future. We will do everything in our power to ensure that never
happens.”

Dutch Henry is a novelist and writer who
writes about “People & Horses Helping
Horses & People” and resides in Virginia
with his wife of 36 years, Robin; along
with one horse, dogs, cats and chickens. Dutch also does free “Therapy For Therapy Horse
Clinics” at therapeutic riding centers across the country
to help horses maintain proper posture, free-and-easy
movement and body carriage. You can reach Dutch at
dutchhenry@hughes.net He would love to hear from
you. Join his blog at, http://dutchhenry.blogspot.com His
novel “We’ll Have the Summer,” is available on Amazon
and Dutch’s website www.dutchhenryauthor.com
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