
A new management strategy begins under decision in 2015. An Environmental Assessment is finalized after 
going through a public comment period. The plan includes temporary birth control and data tracking of wild 
horses on the range and those removed into holding facilities.2015
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Fish Creek, a ten year strategy
The Fish Creek Herd 
Management Area 
(HMA)

The strategy for the wild 
horses of the Fish Creek HMA 
was created using the scientific 
recommendations from the 
National Academy of Sciences 
(NAS). 

A plan to track specific genetic 
information to preserve and 
protect the wild horses that reside 
in the HMA. 

Temporary fertility control 
will stabilize herd growth and 
allow an opportunity to create a 

data base of how this herd utilizes 
resource. 

Data on utilization of the range 
can be used to effectively 
determine measures to protect the 
resources required to sustain a 
viable wild population. 

Efforts are being made to 
increase adoption potential for any 
Fish Creek horse removed from 
the range.

The challenges of multiple use 
that sustain a healthy rangeland 
are many. 

This plan will begin to provide 
the information required to meet 
each challenge as the herd is given 
the best possible opportunity for 

sustained, viable and humane 
management decisions.
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Wild Horses after release back to the range 
in in April 2015.
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NAS Review

Breakdown of NAS 
Report

1. Birth Control
The NAS recommends using 
temporary fertility control such as PZP 
in wild horse populations. 
The NAS discourages the use of 
surgical sterilization of wild horses on 
the range citing risk factors of 
infection.

2. Data Component
Many aspect of the wild horse and 
burro program were found to have 
some manner of deficit in either data 
collection, compilation and/or 
distribution. 
The NAS made several suggestions to 
address these gaps toward creating 
greater integrity in management 
decisions.

3. Genetics
The importance of tracking genetic 
information to create “healthy herds” 
is covered in the report. Areas where 
deficits in data, or how data has been 
minimally analyzed, create threats to 
viability are addressed.

4. Range Resource and population 
numbers
Stabilization of wild horse population 
numbers is “resource dependent.” 
Many believe herds “self stabilize.” 
They only begin to do this when 
resource degradation is present.

National Academy of Sciences: 

The National Academy of Sciences (NAS) is a private, nonprofit 
organization of the country’s leading researchers.  Through the 
National Research Council, the NAS provides objective, science-
based advice on critical issues affecting the nation.

Wild Horses

In June of 2013 the NAS published a review of the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) Wild Horse and Burro Program. The 
publication was titled, “Using Science to Improve the BLM Wild 
Horse and Burro Program: A Way Forward.” The report made 
many recommendations for improvement  to the way in which wild 
horses and burros are managed.

From the NAS website: “The Wild Horse and Burro Program has 
not used scientifically rigorous methods to estimate the population 
sizes of horses and burros, to model the effects of management 
actions on the animals, or to assess the availability and use of 
forage on rangelands.” 

The plan created for the management of the Fish Creek wild horses 
took the recommendations of the NAS into account. The Final 
Environmental Assessment and decision documents incorporated 
these recommendations in compliance with existing regulations. 
The documents can be found at this link: http://www.blm.gov/nv/st/
en/fo/battle_mountain_field/blm_programs/wild_horse_and_burro/
Fish_Creek_Wild_Horse_Gather/docs.html

NAS Review

The National Academy 
Review “A Way Forward” 
can be found here: http://
www.nap.edu/catalog/
13511/using-science-to-
improve-the-blm-wild-
horse-and-burro-program 

Fish Creek curly stud released 
back to the range 2015
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First new family post 

release of 2015

What is “Fish Creek?”

The Fish Creek Herd 
Management Area 
(HMA)

The Fish Creek Herd 
Management Area (HMA) is 
located just a few miles south 
of Eureka, Nevada in the 
Antelope and Little Smokey 
Valleys and in the Antelope and 
Fish Creek Mountains. The 
area is approximately 252,813 
acres in size and is 25 miles 
wide and 28 miles long. The 
majority of the HMA is 
comprised of north-south 
trending mountain ranges that 
include all or portions of the 
Fish Creek Range, the 
Mahogany Hills, and the 

                                        
Antelope Range. Elevations 
range from 6,030 feet in the 
wide valley bottoms reaching 
10,100 feet at Nine Mile Peak.
     
Typically, the wild horses 
found in the Fish Creek HMA 
are medium in size, reaching 
approximately 14-14.2 hands 
(56-58 inches at the withers) 
and weigh an average of 
800-1000 pounds. The origin 
of wild horses in the Fish 
Creek HMA is believed to have 
descended from stock used by 
ranchers in the area, and are 
speculated to have originated 
from Quarter Horse stock. 

White stallion from Fish 
Creek, “Aubrey.”



Range Conditions: Much of the rangeland at lower 

elevations consists of salt desert shrub and either Wyoming big 
sagebrush or black sagebrush plant communities. Pinyon and 
Juniper are prevalent in the mid and upper elevations. 
Precipitation averages 5-8 inches per year in the valleys and 
16+ inches in the highest elevations. Normally, drought 
conditions occur 1 out of every 3-4 years, but recently the 
majority of the area has been within Severe and Extreme 
Drought since 2012.

Fish Creek Wild 
Horse Coloration

The colors of the horses 
in the Fish Creek HMA 
are predominantly: bay, 
brown, sorrel, red roan, 
and blue roan. There are 
a few buckskin, gray, 
grulla (mouse color), and 
palomino horses in this 
HMA.

The Fish Creek HMA is 
also believed to be the 
first home of the curly 
horse. These unusual 
curly horses were 
introduced to Eureka 
County, Nevada, by Tom 
Dixon in 1874. Some 
evidence of this 
bloodline still exists in 
the horses in the Fish 
Creek HMA. This is 
documented in the book, 
The Dameles and the 
American Curly Horse 
by Dale E. Wooley. 
Though very limited in 
number, there are still 
curly horses present in 
the HMA today, and it is 
the goal of the BLM 
Mount Lewis Field 
Office to preserve the 
curly traits in this HMA.
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Outline
The plan for the 
Fish Creek wild 
horses comprises 
multiple steps to 
achieve each 
objective of the 
project.

The project began 
after documentation 
of existing 
population to 
achieve an 
overview of known 
population.

This is an outline 
for the first year of 
the plan.

Stage One Stage Two Stage ThreeOutline
The plan for the 
Fish Creek wild 
horses comprises 
multiple steps to 
achieve each 
objective of the 
project.

The project began 
after documentation 
of existing 
population to 
achieve an 
overview of known 
population.

This is an outline 
for the first year of 
the plan.

1
Helicopter gather 
operation to remove 
sufficient wild horses to 
meet current rangeland 
health objectives. 
Removal in the first 
phase was based on age. 
Only the younger more 
adoptable individuals 
were removed.

1
Creation of tracking 
database that includes all 
known information on 
each wild horse (branded 
and unbranded) that 
currently occupies the 
Fish Creek HMA.

1
Tracking wild horses 
after capture and release.

Outline
The plan for the 
Fish Creek wild 
horses comprises 
multiple steps to 
achieve each 
objective of the 
project.

The project began 
after documentation 
of existing 
population to 
achieve an 
overview of known 
population.

This is an outline 
for the first year of 
the plan.

2
Treat remaining wild 
horse mares with 
temporary fertility 
control for release back 
to the range.  No “sex 
skewing” done to 
maintain normal ratio of 
mares to studs.

2
Inclusion of all 
rangeland health 
information into the file 
to use as baseline data.

2
Record information on 
band restructuring, use 
patterns and range health.

3
Record information on 
wild horses from Fish 
Creek in holding 
facilities.

Outline
The plan for the 
Fish Creek wild 
horses comprises 
multiple steps to 
achieve each 
objective of the 
project.

The project began 
after documentation 
of existing 
population to 
achieve an 
overview of known 
population.

This is an outline 
for the first year of 
the plan.

3
All individuals released 
branded for tracking and 
genetic sampling done 
on every wild horse.

Mauris ipsum lacinia 
Consectetuer est. Class aptent 
taciti sociosqu ad nostra.

The data collected in the first year will be used to 
assist in the ongoing implementation of the 
project. Information gathered on herd and 
rangeland health will determine the actions taken 
in the future. Actions will include ongoing use of 
fertility control and potential smaller scale 
removals to achieve long range objectives.



What is PZP?

A lot of confusion exists 
on what PZP is and how 
it works
1. How PZP works.

PZP is a vaccine. When a female wild 
horse is given the vaccine it stimulates 
antibodies that attach to the sperm 
receptors of eggs she produces. This 
renders the egg incapable of being 
fertilized.

2. Is is safe?

PZP has been used and studied for 
over 30 years. Wild horse and deer 
populations in the United States have 
received the vaccine.

PZP is a temporary vaccine that 
requires a booster application to 
remain effective. It is a protein that 
breaks down and does not 
contaminate soil or water sources.

PZP is safe to use in pregnant mares 
and does not effect the health of an 
active pregnancy. It is not a hormone.

3. Is it effective?

PZP has been used in a one year 
formula often called “native” and a 
two year formula called “PZP-22.” 
Both vaccines have shown varied 
effectiveness. PZP is most effective 
when retreating is timely.

Long Term Objectives
The Fish Creek plan is not a single event on a “gather schedule.” The 

objectives of the management strategy are aimed at achieving long term 
goals.

• Stabilization of population growth. 
• Individualized DNA profiles will be used to identify the unique 

identity for preservation of the unique herd that is “Fish Creek.” 
• Tracking wild horses to implement birth control will assist in 

creating detailed information on exactly how the wild horses use the 
HMA including specific information on habitat crucial to the herds 
survival. 

• Creating a flexible strategy allows new information to be 
incorporated into each phase of management. 

• Tracking any wild horse removed from the HMA into facilities will 
assist in determining the effectiveness of limiting, or eliminating, 
removals of older animals with an objective of limiting wild horses that 
go to long term holding facilities. 

• Provide ongoing updates to the public to engage a transparent 
process.

Stepping Forward
As we “step forward” at Fish Creek each step is documented to create 

a strategy that can be applied to other larger areas where wild horses are 
managed. During Implementation of each phase of the plan obstacles to 
obtaining objectives are tracked as well as each successful outcome. A 
“road map” is being created to a new type of management. 

Challenges
At Fish Creek we have a large 
population spread over 230,000 
acres. Tracking, treating and recording 
detailed information will be one of the 
challenges we will be exploring.
The population at Fish Creek also 
contains a significant number of roans. 
Horses that have a “roaning” of the 
coat tend to change color during the 
year. This will create a challenge in 
documenting the unbranded horses 
that reside in Fish Creek.

A branded stud and branded 
mare find each other after 
release 2015



Why Track Horses 

In Holding?

Objectives of 
Management
One of the objectives of the Fish Creek 
plan is that when there is a necessity to 
remove wild horses that only younger 
horses are selected. Younger horses 

have a greater 
chance of 
getting 
adopted. This 
also allows 
older horses to 
live out their 
lives free on the 
range and 
continue to 
contribute to 

the genetic health of the herd as 
needed.
Tracking wild horses from Fish Creek 
that go into holding facilities will 
provide information on adoption 
strategies and overall health of horses 
transitioning from the range. 

Creating a “Complete 
Plan” for the Welfare of 
Wild Horses and Burros
Any management strategy for wild 
horses and burros should not simply 
be about removal. The well being of 
the wild horse or burro should include 
creating the best possible opportunities 
for adoption.
Information gathered by tracking Fish 
Creek wild horses into holding facilities 
will be used to create and refine the 
overall plan for the herd.

Fish Creek wild horses 

Trap Site Adoption 
As part of the initial phase of the plan 

younger wild horses were removed from the 
range. 

The majority of the adoptable wild 
horses were sent to Palomino Valley Center
(PVC) north of Reno, NV. However a small 
group of yearlings were made available in a 
“trap site” adoption. 

A trap site adoption is an opportunity to 
adopt a young wild horse that has never gone 
to a facility. This gives an adopter the 
opportunity to control the environment they 
bring their new horse into.

All adoption  of a facility adoption must 
be met. These include specific parameters for 
fencing and shelter. 

Yearlings placed in the adoption event 
all receive vaccinations and worming. Each 
horse receives a freeze brand just like at a 
facility.

These events have been very successful 
in finding homes for wild horse youngsters 
and create an opportunity for outreach into 
the community about the wild horse program.

Overview of 

Challenges Faced By 

The BLM Adoption 

Program

The BLM currently houses nearly 50,000 wild horses and burros 
in short and long term holding facilities. Current estimated costs of 
holding a wild horse or burro for it’s lifetime near $50,000 per 
animal. Holding costs currently absorb the vast majority of the 
entire budget of the BLM. Current practices of remove and 
warehouse are simply not sustainable. 

Facility Adoption 

Wild horses from Fish Creek that 
were not released back to the range can 
be adopted. They have been freeze 
marked, vaccinated, wormed and some of 
the colts have been gelded.

In BLM facilities you will find horses 
and burros from various herd management 
areas that are in need of good homes. 

These facilities are also a great place 
to get to know our wild horses up close if 
you can not travel on the range.

To adopt a Fish Creek horse from the 
facility contact PVC at (775) 475-2222

Internet Adoption 

BLM offers wild horses in an “Internet 
Adoption” to make horses available 
nationwide. Wild horses from Fish Creek, 
including some of the “curly” horses, are 
available in various internet options.

To see current selection of horses and 
burros go to: https://www.blm.gov/
adoptahorse/onlinegallery.php 
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How you can follow the progress:
BLM http://www.blm.gov/nv/st/en/fo/battle_mountain_field/blm_programs/ wild_horse_and_burro/
Fish_Creek_Wild_Horse_Gather.html
Or by following Wild Horse Education at http://WildHorseEducation.org 

The Road Ahead
The road ahead for the Fish Creek wild horses was created using the best available scientific 

recommendations from the National Academy of Sciences (NAS). A plan to track specific genetic 
information to preserve and protect the wild horses that reside in the HMA is in place. Temporary 
fertility control will stabilize herd growth and allow an opportunity to create a data base of how this 
herd utilizes resource. Data on utilization of the range can be used to effectively determine 
measures to protect that resource to sustain a viable wild population. Efforts are being made to 
increase adoption potential for any Fish Creek horse removed from the range.

The plan is not an instant “fix” to the challenges of managing a large wild population. However 
the plan will begin to provide the information required to meet each challenge as the herd is given 
the best possible opportunity for sustained, viable and humane management decisions.

We step forward at Fish Creek to create a clear path to ensure that this herd can remain “wild 
and integral to the landscape,” today and long into the future.

Fish Creek Wild Horses post release 2015 with BLM Wild Horse and Burro specialist Shawna Richardson

Photo Laura Leigh, Wild Horse Education

http://www.blm.gov/nv/st/en/fo/battle_mountain_field/blm_programs/wild_horse_and_burro/Fish_Creek_Wild_Horse_Gather.html
http://www.blm.gov/nv/st/en/fo/battle_mountain_field/blm_programs/wild_horse_and_burro/Fish_Creek_Wild_Horse_Gather.html
http://www.blm.gov/nv/st/en/fo/battle_mountain_field/blm_programs/wild_horse_and_burro/Fish_Creek_Wild_Horse_Gather.html
http://www.blm.gov/nv/st/en/fo/battle_mountain_field/blm_programs/wild_horse_and_burro/Fish_Creek_Wild_Horse_Gather.html
http://WildHorseEducation.org
http://WildHorseEducation.org

