
WILD HORSE 
EDUCATIONWild Horses once roamed our 

western landscape in large 

numbers. They were hunted 

down through a practice called 

“mustanging,” made famous by 

the 1961 film “The Misfits.” 

Pushed to the brink of 

disappearing from the landscape, 

slaughtered for chicken feed, 

fertilizer and dog food, Congress 

passed the Wild Free Roaming 

Horses and Burros Act in 1971 to 

protect and preserve this heritage 

animal as the “living symbol of 

the pioneer spirit of the West.” 

W I L D  H O R S E  E D U C A T I O N  
216 Lemmon Dr. Suite 316 

Reno, NV   89506 
www.WildHorseEducation.org

Wild Horse Education makes Nevada 
our home base.

Nevada has more wild horses than all 
other states combined. In Nevada 
more than 80% of the land base is 

public land. This is truly ground zero 
in the fight to save our wild horses 

and the land they stand upon. Join us 
by visiting our website at : 
WildHorseEducation.org

“An educated advocacy is needed 
more than ever.”

N E VA DA

The sound of thundering hooves 
and the sight of windswept manes; 
wild horses can stir the American 
soul. This symbol of Freedom, an 
icon of our western heritage is in 

danger. The land they stand on sits 
in peril and a push has begun to 

resume slaughtering them.

BLM Map of Wild Horse Herd Management 
Areas in the Western US 
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Wild horses exist in an ever shrinking 
landscape that is being exploited by profit 
driven interests. All of our western landscape 
is open to mining. Two-thirds of our public 
land is open to domestic livestock operators. 
Only about 12% of BLM land can be legally 
occupied by wild horses. On that fraction of 
public land they occupy they are allowed 
about 16% of the grazing. Habitat is 
threatened by road construction for mines. 
Much of our western ranges, 80%, are in a 
backlog of health assessments. The 
Government Accounting Office (GAO) 
released a report in 2016 that noted trespass 
livestock, too many or when they are not 
supposed to be on the range, is widespread 
and under reported.

Blaming wild horses for degradation of the 
land is irresponsible. Killing them to keep 
exploiting the land is simply not acceptable.

Open pit mine and water haul for livestock on public 
land, photos WildHorseEducation.org

A M E R I CA’ S  W I L D  H O R S E S  T O DAY

Wild horses are a public land management component.News media often fails the wild horse as it 
presents a misleading “wild horse problem.” Wild horses are not “the problem,” the entire system 

of land management requires protection reform. We are losing our wild west.
“An educated advocacy is needed more than ever.”

ROUNDUPS:  

The federal wild horse program has used “roundup and 
stockpile” as the only management tool for decades. This 
was done without a humane handling policy from 
1975-2015. Wild Horse Education is the only organization 
to take on the challenge of litigating this issue. We were 
successful, over and over again. Today we have a policy 
for handling, but roundups are still the primary tool. 

WAREHOUSING:  

A tragic consequence of roundups is increased 
reproduction on the range. That creates even more horses 
on the range and more roundups. Currently the 
government holds nearly 60,000 wild horses captive. In 
2015 a federal advisory board recommended killing, or 
selling these horses to slaughter, as a way to save money.

ADOPTION:  

Wild horses can be adopted. Nature’s breeding has 
created a smart, sturdy horse that has adapted to a harsh 
environment. The “first touch” for many adopters is a 
magical moment. Our wild horses are not just an 
inventory number. True Americans, each horse is a one of 
a kind living symbol of the individualism that once was 
our American West.

Horse flips over barbed wire  
Litigation successful, 2013

Colt run until his feet literally 
began to fall off, the 
beginning of our fight for a 
policy

Long term holding and 
“overflow” facilities are off 
limits to public view

Foal under feed bin trying to 
find shade. Most facilities 
have no shade or wind 
breaks

Inmate training programs 
are a great place to help a 
wild horse and a human 
being

BLM runs adoption events, 
including some at trap sites.
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